[Orbital cysticercosis mimicking a painful third nerve palsy].
We report an atypical case of cysticercosis of the left levator-superior rectus complex, mimicking a painful partial third nerve palsy. The patient presented with painful diplopia, with limitation of elevation, depression and adduction of the left eye, associated with a ptosis of the upper left eyelid. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed two cysts, located within the left levator-superior rectus complex, and nine parenchymal cysts located in both hemispheres of the brain. Antibody titers directed against Cysticercus cellulosae were elevated as confirmed by Elisa and Immunoblot. Diplopia and local inflammation resolved after albendazole and systemic steroid treatment. Surgical resection of the cysts was unnecessary.